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Hail to the Chiefs: ITC’s Model of Ecumenical Leadership
W A
M
Dr. Walter H. McKelvey
In our fall issue, we profiled Dr.Michael A. Battle, the 7thpresident of the ITC, now inthe spring of his x erience at
the institution. In this issue we turn
our attention to the chief executive
officers, heretofore acknowledged as
administrative deans or president'
deans of the six seminaries of the
ITC. We salute these persons who sit
in the seat of authority at each
of the six seminaries of the
Interdenominational Theological
Center (ITC): Dr. Walter H.
McKelvey, Gammon Theological
Seminary (United Methodist); Dr.
William T. Perkins, Morehouse
School of Religion (Baptist); Dr. Daniel
W. Jacobs, Turner Theological Seminary
(African Methodist Episcopal); Dr.
Thomas L. Brown, Phillips School of
Theology (Christian Methodist
Episcopal); Dr. David L. Wallace Sr.,
Johnson C. Smith Theological
Seminary (Presbyterian Church
U.S.A.); and Elder Arthur F. Mosley,
Charles H. Mason Theological
Seminary (Church ofGod In Christ).
They, too, are known and revered for
Dr. William Thomas Perkins Dr. Daniel W. Jacobs, Sr Dr. Thomas L. Brown Dr. David L. Wallace Sr. Elder Arthur F. Mosley
the tremendous dedication, demon-
strated through their fruitful labors
within their distinctive denomina¬
tions, notwithstanding their assign¬
ments at the vanguard of developing
opportunities and giving daily opera¬
tional management, recruiting, and
fundraising for their seminary.
The profiles that follow will
reveal that each has a unique measure
of greatness, which presents each in a
peerless posture by comparison to the
other. It is such greatness that allows
them to share in an equitable part¬
nership of leadership in the ITC. It is
this model of leadership that is unpar¬
alleled in any other educational set¬
ting in the world. These six come
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
It is a great privilege to focus thisedition of the Lantern on the per¬sons who provide leadership for
the six constituent seminaries that
comprise the core of the experience
in ecumenism known as the
Interdenominational Theological
Center (ITC). The strength of ITC is its
rich diversity. The leaders of the
denominational seminaries provide
administrative and student develop¬
ment support. They also provide a
necessary direct link to the churches
our students are preparing to serve. For this, beginning in the
2004-2005 academic year, they will participate more actively in
the formational assessment of student progress.
In my first six months as president of ITC, priority has been
given to development of the ITC strategic plan designed to set
the direction for the next ten years of institutional development.
Faculty, students, staff, administration and the denominational
Presidents and Deans have been working assiduously on the
six strategic task forces established to conduct an honest and
comprehensive analysis of ITC. Each of the task forces has pre¬
sented its first draft of proposed strategic goals as well as a
narrative of the progress made in fulfilling the charge given.
Over the next several months there will be campus town hall
meetings designed to encourage broad based participation in
the discussion of the task force reports. A schedule will be
placed on the ITC web site. Please plan to participate. I am very
pleased that the ITC Board of Trustees will conduct a retreat as
a part of its April meeting to focus on its task force assignment
to review board governance.
I have been blessed to make new friends and renew part¬
nerships garnered in academia, the church and the corporate
and foundation communities that are assisting the ITC to provide
an excellent theological education to men and women who will
provide continued leadership to the church and the global com¬
munity. We are excited as we move toward the pinnacles of cel¬
ebration. To borrow a favorite phrase from one of my predeces¬
sors, Dr. James FI. Costen, “ITC is pregnant with possibilities.” I
am excited and encouraged by the reception I receive as I travel
locally and nationally sharing the good news of the ITC mission.
In this academic year there remain two especially signifi¬
cant occasions in the life of ITC that would be an ideal opportu¬
nity for me to greet again or meet you for the first time. Our
annual Charter Day and James H. Costen Awards Banquet will
be celebrated on the evening of April 23rd and the 2004
Commencement on May 8th. You have my personal invitation to
join the ITC family for both.
■ Hail to the Chiefs, cont’d
together despite six different religious schools of thought
and liturgical practices. Since 1958, they have come to
live, learn, and ultimately lift the community of faith
through the preparedness of their graduates in ecu-
menism. Men and women who come to ITC leave hav¬
ing learned to serve in an evolving context of societal
needs given their exposure to ITC’s ecumenical environ¬
ment that provides a theological base of understanding
and faithful cooperation. Learning to “walk together chil¬
dren” is not an easy task, however, it is a worthy aspira¬
tion and one that these six men of faith make possible
through their peaceable collaborations as The Council of
Chief Executive Officers at the ITC.
The world is indebted to the masterful insight and
spiritual depth of ITC’s founding father, Harry V.
Richardson for daring to grasp the vision of God’s perfect
intent, and for founding a place where people of God
would learn to thrive, replenish and be revived through
diversity. Dr. Richardson envisioned the role of the
denominational dean as: (1) head of the denominational
seminary and representative of the denomination on
campus; (2) responsible for the professional, academic and
character development of students; (3) responsible for
recruiting in the constituency; (4) responsible for the
admission of students to the Center; and (5) responsible
in the field training and placement of students.
The narratives on these seminary leaders and their
institutions are presented in the chronological order in
which they became a part of the ITC consortium.
Additionally, updates on alumni who are performing exem¬
plary work throughout the nation and the world are pre¬
sented as part of each feature, t
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Walter H. McKelvey GAMMON THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
Born in Greenville, South Carolina, Dr. Walter H.McKelvey’s stately, poised, and deliberately composeddeportment is necessarily that of one who has a deepsense of pride in his roots, the institution he servesand the power of faithful knowledge that allows him to
execute the affairs of his Seminary without compromise. As chief
executive officer of Gammon Theological Seminary at ITC, Dr.
McKelvey strives for the highest and best while standing watch over
students of one of the four original member seminaries of the
Interdenominational Theological Center (ITC). Among other
esteemed predecessors, he walks in the shoes of ITC’s founding presi¬
dent, Dr. Harry V. Richardson, who was also Gammon’s president
while the school was part of the religion department at Clark College
in the 1950’s.
Dr. McKelvey is a 1963 graduate of Morris Brown College,
Atlanta, Georgia with a Bachelor of Science degree. In 1966, he
earned the Bachelor of Divinity and Master of Divinity degrees at
Gammon/ITC, Atlanta, Georgia; a 1977 Master of Arts degree in
Evangelism from Scarritt College, Nashville, Tennessee; and in
1984, the Doctor of Ministry from Drew University. He holds sev¬
eral honorary certifications as well, including the 1984 Doctor of
Divinity from Gammon/ITC. In 1991 he completed the require¬
ments in Certified Executive Management, at the University of
Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan.
Before accepting the call to become President-Dean at
Gammon in 1997, Dr. McKelvey spent several years in pastoral
ministry. In 1966-69 he was pastor of St. Stephens United
Methodist Church and Dillon Parish, Dillon and Clio, South
Carolina; 1969-70, Bethel United Methodist Church, Morristown,
Tennessee and College Chaplain/Recruiter, Morristown, South
Carolina. In 1970-79, he was pastor of Lennon-Seney United
Methodist Church, Knoxville, Tennessee; 1979-82, St. Matthews
United Methodist Church, Greensboro, North Carolina; 1982-88
and 1995-97 Pastor, Simpson-Gillespie United Methodist Church
Charlotte, North Carolina. Other denominational appointments
include District Superintendent, High Point District, Western
North Carolina Conference, The United Methodist Church; 1988
Director of Congregational Development, Western North
Carolina Conference, The United Methodist Church; 1989-95
Vice President, Public and Church Relations, The United
Dr. Walter H. McKekey
Methodist Publishing House,
Nashville, Tennessee; 1989-96
Vice President, Public and







Past and current organiza¬
tional affiliations include mem¬
ber, Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity,
Inc.; Chair of the Western
North Carolina Conference
Committee on Investigation;
Chair of the Western North Carolina Conference of Black
Methodists for Church Renewal; chair of the Western North
Carolina Committee on the Ethnic Local Church; member of the
Western North Carolina Conference Committee on
Communications; member of the North Carolina Conference
Board of Ordained Ministry; member, of the Western North
Carolina Conference Committee on Church Parsonages; mem¬
ber, Black Church Liaison, Southeastern Jurisdiction; member,
Urban Workers Network; member, Interdenominational
Ministerial fellowship; member, Southeastern Jurisdiction Urban
Strategy Committee; Vice Chair, Board of Directors, Greensboro
United Methodist Housing, Inc.; Board of Directors, High Point
Urban Ministry; Board of Directors, Bell House; Board of
Directors, Family Life Council; member, Greensboro Citizens
Forum; Vice Chair, Greensboro Urban Ministry Board, Guilford
County Board of Information and Referral; Guilford County,
Selective Service Board; member, Knoxville Urban Ministry
Board; Supervisor, Knoxville Black Community Development
Project; and, Commissioner, Knoxville-Knox County, Tennessee.
In August 2003, he married the former Dr. Loretta Felder. He
is the father of one daughter Mrs. Angela C. McKelvey Jenifer
(Theodore), a granddaughter, Victoria Jenifer, and a son Walter H.
McKelvey, Jr. (Wangui). t
ALUMNI NOTES
Minister Eleanor Cushenberry (GTS ‘03) is complet¬
ing her Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) at Central
Ministries United Methodist Church, Atlanta, Georgia.
Rev. Joseph Ewoodzie (GTS ‘90) is Coordinator of
Mission and Outreach for the New York Annual Conference
of the United Methodist Church in White Plains, New
York.
Rev. Dr. J. Lavonne Kincaid (GTS ‘73) serves as asso¬
ciate to the Bishop of the Western Pennsylvania Conference.
Rev. Dr. Herbert Marbury (GTS ‘94) serves as
University Chaplain/Director of Religious Life and Assistant
Professor of Religion at Clark-Atlanta University in
Atlanta, Georgia
Rev. DaVita McAllister (GTS ‘99) serves as associate
pastor at First Congregational United Church of Christ, a
coordinator of the Fund for Theological Education’s
Pastoral Leadership Search Effort (ELSE), and graduate
assistant at ITC.
Rev. Joel Thomas (GTS ‘97) serves as an associate pas¬
tor at Chapel of Christian Love Baptist Church in Atlanta,
Georgia and as an instructor in the Atlanta Continuing
Education program at ITC.
❖
Daniel Wesley Jacobs Sr. TURNER THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
The president-dean of Turner Theological Seminary atITC, Dr. Daniel Wesley Jacobs, Sr., calls homeAragon, Polk County, Georgia, however, he wasreared in Cedartown, Georgia. Dr. Jacobs earned theBach lor of Arts degree from M rris Brown College,
the Master of Divinity degree from Turner Theological Seminary at
ITC, and has done doctoral study at Emory University, Atlanta,
Georgia, and Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, Georgia.
He has been awarded two honorary Doctor ofDivinity degrees, one
in 1986 from Payne Theological Seminary in Wilberforce, Ohio
and, a second Doctor of Divinity degree in 1999 from Richard R.
Wright Seminary in Eayton, South Africa.
Dr. Jacobs is one of several outstanding deans that have served
Turner Seminary, which was originally the department of religious
studies for training ministers in the African Methodist
Episcopal (A.M.E.) Church at Morris Brown College. The
name of the department was changed to Turner Seminary in honor of
Bishop Henry McNeal Turner, who had been influential in the devel¬
opment of the School from its beginning in 1885. In 1958, Turner
became one of the four original schools in ITC with Dr. George A.
Sewell serving as its first Dean. Today, as Turner’s chief executive offi¬
cer, Dr. Jacobs plays an exceptional role in the lives of students matric¬
ulating at the school. Currently 93 seminarians study tinder his guid¬
ance and respect him for his labors that are grounded in faith and
demonstrated through confident leadership.
Beyond the seminary, Dr. Jacobs has numerous denomination¬
al involvements including serving as chairperson of the Board of
Christian Education, Sixth Episcopal District, A.M.E. Church; the
Board of Directors for the Christian Council of Metropolitan
Atlanta; Member, Council of Churches; Board of Examiners,
Atlanta North Georgia Conference of the A. M. E. Church and,
member of the Consultation on Church Union and the Unity and
Justice Task Force, 1990-present. Other appointments include
General Board of the A. M. E. Church, 1985-1988; Executive
Committee, Commission on Missions; Commission on Christian
Education; Advisory Board, State Youth Development Center,
Atlanta, 1986; Delegate to the General Conference of the A. M. E.
Church since 1976; Legal Advisor, Episcopal Committee, A. M. E.
Church A.M.E. Delegate to Consultation on Church Union
(COCU), 1979-1988; Vice Chairperson, Church Order
Commission of COCU, 1984-1988; Delegate to the World
Methodist Conference, Nairobi, Kenya , 1986 and Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil in 1996 and member of the World Methodist Council
Committee. He attended the 8th Assembly of the World Council
of Churches in Harare, Zimbabwe, November and December 1998.
In addition to serving as an
Itinerant Elder for the African
Methodist Episcopal Church, Dr.
Jacobs has served as Assistant
Pastor at Big Bethel A.M.E.
Church, Atlanta; Pastor, St. Peter
A.M.E. Church, Fort Valley,
Georgia; Pastor, Turner Chapel
A.M.E. Church, Marietta,
Georgia; Pastor, Allen Temple
A.M.E. Church, Atlanta,
Georgia, Pastor, St. James A.M.E.
Church, Columbus, Georgia;
Pastor, Steward Chapel A.M.E.
Church, Macon, Georgia; and Dr. Daniel Wesley Jacobs, Sr
Pastor, St. Mark A.M.E. Church,
Atlanta, Georgia. He was former Presiding Elder of the East Atlanta
District and Interim Presiding Elder for the Macon District. These are
just a few of Dr. Jacobs denominational activities during a lifetime of
service to and in the African Methodist Episcopal Church and the
offices and positions held are far to numerous to recount here.
In the community Dr. Jacobs is a life member of the Atlanta
Branch, NAACP; member of Concerned Black Clergy of Atlanta; a
member Alpha Kappa Delta Honorary Sociological Fraternity; and a
member of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. Among his many honors
are: Listed in Who’s Who Among Black Americans; Distinguished
Alumnus, Turner Theological Seminary; and the Field of Religion
Award, National Alumni Association at Morris Brown College.
His published articles include: Contributing Editor of
Sermons for the Atlanta Voice Newspaper; The Lenten Booklet,
“Liberation and Unity”, a chapter in the Pastor’s Manual of the
African Methodist Episcopal Church “The Protestant Reformation
(Introduction); Associate Editor of the Pastor’s Manual of the
African Methodist Episcopal Church, Vol. I and Vol. II (2000). In
1980 he served as Co-Chairperson of the Evangelism Committee
of the Sixth Episcopal District, produced two-one hour programs
for broadcast on TV entitled “Food For The Soul”, 1980; was
guest minister for Early Morning devotions on WSB-TV, Atlanta
and Channel 7 in Columbus, Georgia, and was an Instructor of
Religion at Morris Brown College. International travel has taken
him to South Africa; Namibia; Nigeria; Zambia; Zimbabwe; Israel;
Trinidad; Jamaica; Rome, Italy; Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; Amsterdam
and Paris, France.
Dr. Jacobs is married to Mary O. Jacobs. They have three chil¬
dren: Daniel, Jr., Reginald, and Dana Michelle, t
ALUMNI NOTES
Rev. Edrena Brown (TTS ‘03) serves as Director of Christian Education in the 11th
Episcopal District (South Florida) of the A.M.E. Church.
Rev. Vivian A. Deyone Douglas (TTS ‘03) serves as Pastoral Resident at Charles
Street A.M.E. Church in Roxbury, Massachusetts.
Rev. Carey A. Grady (TTS ‘01) pastors the Shiloh A.M.E. Church in McCormick,
South Carolina and was awarded the “Best Minister” award by the McCormick Chamber
of Commerce.
❖
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William Thomas Perkins MOREHOUSE SCHOOL OF RELIGION
The Reverend Dr. William Thomas Perkins isPresident-Dean of the Morehouse School ofReligion (MSR), the Baptist seminary of the ITC.He has served with commitment and distinction inthis role since May 1994- Dr. Perkins brings a legacy
of strength in leadership, a tradition of excellence in teaching and
ministerial service, and gilts of caring and good humor to this
office. These skills were developed and focused upon early under
the tutelage of his father, the Reverend Tom Perkins, pastor of the
Greater Fortress Baptist Church. Dr. Perkins has demonstrated
administrative skills and educational experiences to manage the
formidable challenges that face MSR as it prepares women and
men for service in kingdom building in the global community.
A native of Atlanta, Dr. Perkins was educated in the Atlanta
Public School System. He graduated from Henry McNeal Turner
High School and is a 1968 graduate of North Carolina A&T State
University (Greensboro), where he earned a Bachelor of Science
degree in engineering. He accepted the call to ministry in his
sophomore year at A&T, and served as an associate minister at
Gethsemane Baptist Church in Greensboro, 1965 to 1968. While
serving as clerk to the University Chaplain, he often taught
Sunday School at Bennett College where he met his wife,
Margaret Thompkins Perkins. As a student at MSR, he received
scholarships from the Progressive National Baptist Convention
(1971), and the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board (1969-
1971). He received the Durward Cason Baptist Student
Scholastic Award (1969-1970) from the Georgia Baptist
Convention, while earning the Master of Divinity degree, and in
1981 earned the Doctor ofMinistry degree from MSR at ITC.
Dr. Perkins accepted the call to pastor Third Baptist Church
in Hampton, Virginia in 1971 and served there until 1976. While
there, he served as a board member of the Hampton Community
Action Organization and chaplain for the Hampton Citizens Boys
Club. An emphatic motivator, his tenure as Director for the Inter-
Baptists Ministries Program of Birmingham Baptist Association
and twelve national Baptist associations from 1976 to 1982, has
been described as miraculous. He started a Citywide Baptist
Training Program with Birmingham Baptist College, strengthened
the fellowship among black and white Baptist churches through
planned interaction and special events, and introduced a ministry
for the deaf. He personally assisted in the coordination of disaster
Rev. Dr. Phillip Dunston (MSR ‘92) teaches religion at
Clark Atlanta University in Atlanta, Georgia and is co-pro¬
gram coordinator of the Youth Hope-Builders Academy at ITC.
Rev. Will Hayes (MSR ‘01) serves as a training assistant in
the Health Education and Leadership Project (ITC/HELP) at ITC.
Chaplain Captain Artie Maxwell (MSR ‘97) returned
home to the Fort Stewart, Georgia Army base after having
served nine months as chaplain in Kuwait during the ongoing
war crisis.
Rev. James A. Milner (MSR ‘85) pastors Chapel of
Christian Love Baptist Church in Atlanta, Georgia and is
Dr. William Thomas Perkins
relief in response to victims of
the 1970 hurricane in
Birmingham and hosted the
leadership of the National
Baptist Convention, USA Inc.,
during its 1980 Annual Session
in Birmingham. Additionally,
Dr. Perkins served as Associate
Minister at the New Pilgrim
Baptist Church and Advisor to
the Chaplain through the
Executive Committee for the
Birmingham City Jail Ministries.
Between 1982 and 1993, Dr.
Perkins was Associate Director
for the Black Church Division
of the Southern Baptist Convention (Atlanta). He supervised and
managed the division’s scholarship program for African American
seminarians, and assisted in the development of long term strate¬
gies for church development and growth. At the same time, he
served as Associate Minister of his father’s church, Greater
Fortress Baptist Church, Atlanta.
Throughout most of his illustrious and varied academic and
ministerial career, Dr. Perkins has maintained active reserve sta¬
tus with the United States Navy and currently serves as
Supervisory Chaplain with the rank of Captain. Other achieve¬
ments include being a special lecturer and preacher for the John
B. Falconer Lecture Series at the Liberian Baptist Theological
Seminary in Monrovia, Liberia in 1989. In 1999, Dr. Perkins, at
the invitation of MSR-ITC alumni, went to Korea and spoke to
navy chaplains in a three-hour Sermon Delivery Workshop. In
2002, He was awarded the coveted Navy and Marine
Commendation Medal for his superlative reserve work with NAS-
JAX reserve unit at the Naval Air Station, Atlanta. Dr. Perkins is
a lifetime member of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. and a mem¬
ber of the 100 Black men, South Metro Chapter, Atlanta,
Georgia.
His wife, Margaret is from Tuscaloosa, Alabama and they
have one beautiful daughter, Apryl Janell Victoria Perkins, who is
a student at Emory University, t
ALUMNI NOTES
CEO/President ofOdyssey III, a community outreach and refer¬
ral service for homeless persons in Atlanta, Georgia.
Minister Cynthia Rivers (MSR ’02), teaches music and
Christian Education classes at Solid Rock Academy and St. Peter
Claver Catholic Schools, and is a graduate assistant at ITC.
Rev. James E. Span, Jr. (MSR ‘03) serves as associate min¬
ister at Second Mt. Vernon Baptist Church East, Inc. and is
Resident Director ofW. E. B. DuBois Hall at Morehouse College.
Rev. Ben Toney (MSR ‘94) pastors the Tabernacle of
Faith Missionary Baptist Church in San Francisco, California.
❖
The Lantern Spring 2004
PHILLIPS SCHOOL OF THEOLOGYThomas L. Brown
In June 1990, Phillips School of Theology, the ChristianMethodist Episcopal (C.M.E.) affiliate, at theInterdenominational Theological Center (ITC), appointedone of its best and brightest to lead the seminary. Dr. ThomasL. Brown is a native ofOakland, Mississippi and received his
Bachelor of Arts degree from the University of Mississippi, Oxford,
Mississippi. He earned the Master of Divinity from Phillips School
of Theology at ITC, in 1976. In 1991, he was conferred the Doctor
of Theology degree in Pastoral Counseling, from a collaborative
study at ITC and the Atlanta Theological Association, Atlanta,
Georgia. However, Dr. Brown, a true academician, pursued addb
tional professional training in: Clinical Pastoral Education at Martin
Army Hospital, Fort Benning, Georgia and Grady Hospital, Atlanta,
Georgia, 1975; Pastoral Counseling at the Pastoral Institute,
Columbus, Georgia; State of Georgia Training in Family
Intervention, Columbus, Georgia; Family Intervention for Alcohol
and Substance Abusers at the Georgia Association of Pastoral Care,
1983-89, Atlanta, Georgia; Supervision in Pastoral Counseling
Theory and Practice, the Institute of Church Administration and
Management (ICAM), 1994-95 at ITC; and The Development and
Institutional Advancement Program (DIAP) of The Association of
Theological Schools, 1999, 2000, and 2003.
Prior to taking over the leadership of Phillips in 1986, lie began
teaching C.M.E. History and Polity and in 1990-2000 he taught
Pastoral Care and Counseling as an ITC Adjunct Instructor. As
President-Dean Dr. Brown is responsible for daily administration,
fund-raising, recruitment, and supervision of Phillips’ students.
During his tenure student enrollment has more than doubled, fund¬
raising has increased almost 250%, he completed renovation of the
facility at the cost of $300,000, and he established an annual Pastor’s
Conference in 1996 as a Ministry of Continuing Education, that
boasts a yearly attendance exceeding 500. The innovation of the
annual Pastor’s Conference in 1996 was an historic moment in the
life of Phillips. It was launched under the leadership of Board Chair,
Bishop E. Lynn Brown and Vice Chair, Bishop Othal H. Lakey. Now
in its eighth year, the conference has grown from approximately 125
persons to over 612 registered conferees. Its mission is to offer min¬
isters and pastors a practical forum for continuing their professional
growth as preachers, teachers, administrators, prophets, and shep¬
herds of the local church and community. This year, for the first
time, the pastor’s conference, under the leadership of Chair, Bishop
Paul A. Stewart, Sr., featured outstanding ministries from across the
CME Connection. The conference is poised to continue to grow
numerically and expand its
resources to all segments of the
ministry of the Christian
Methodist Episcopal Church.
Dr. Brown’s membership and
leadership within the denomina¬
tion are noteworthy: ordained min¬
ister in the Christian Methodist
Episcopal Church, Georgia North
Annual Conference; Traveling
Deacon 1975, traveling Elder
1976, Full Connection 1976;
Chair, Committee on Ministerial
Examination, Georgia North
Region 1982-present; Treasurer of
the Georgia North Annual
Conference, 1982-1998; Delegate to the General Conference of the
Christian Methodist Episcopal Church, 1978-2002; Council Member,
1986 World Methodist Conference, Nairobi, Kenya; 1996 Rio, Brazil;
2001 Brighton, England; Member, Task Force on African Methodist
Episcopal Zion and Christian Methodist Episcopal Church Merger,
1998-2000; and Member of the General Board CME Church, 2002-
2006. Among his published articles and workshops are: Seminar:
“The Plight and Promise of African American Males: A Pastoral
Care Perspective”, Princeton Theological Seminary, Princeton,
New Jersey, 1991; “Pastoral Ethics For The Black Church: A Pastoral
Care Perspective. ” The Journal of the Interdenominational
Theological Center, Vol. XXVI, No. 4, spring 1999.“The Colored
Methodist Preacher: A Pastoral Perspective.”
Dr. Brown is a committed contributor to the community evi¬
denced by his service to the following organizations: Founding
Member of Concerned Black Clergy of Atlanta; Member of the
Atlanta Chapter of National Association For the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP); Member of Theta Phi Honor Society,
ITC; Advisory Board Member and Former President of Reaching
Out to Senior Adults, Inc. (ROSA), Atlanta, GA., 1991-present;
and, Member of the Board ofGovernors for the Georgia Association
of Pastoral Care, Inc., Atlanta, Georgia, 2001 to present.
Dr. Brown is also Senior Pastor of College Park C.M.E. Church
College Park, Georgia. A family man, he is married to Louise B. Brown
and they are parents to a daughter Charise Nicole Brown, a student at
Clark Atlanta University, Atlanta, Georgia, and a son, Thomas Louis
Brown, a high school junior, t
ALUMNI NOTES
Rev. Janice D. Blackmon (PST ’02) pastors the Carter
Metropolitan CME church in Danville, Illinois.
Minister Alisha Burt (PST ‘03) is serving as a Chaplain Resident
at St. Anthony’s Hospital North in Denver, Colorado.
Rev. Lavonia Elizabeth McIntyre (PST ’02) serves as pastor of the
Mt. Zion CME Church in Rome, Georgia and is completing her
Clinical Pastoral Education in chaplaincy at Northside Hospital in
Atlanta, Georgia.
Rev. Francis V. Mitchell (PST ‘80) serves as an associate pastor at
St. John CME Church in Forty Wayne, Indiana and also is a guest
teacher for the Fort Wayne Community Schools.
Rev. Erthalee Reed (PST ‘02) is completing her Clinical Pastoral
Education (CPE) in the Greenville Hospital Systems in Greenville,
South Carolina.
Rev. Nola Jean Walker (PST ’02) co-pastors Good News
Community CME Church in Lithonia, Georgia and is co-owner of Jet
Bonding Company in Atlanta, Georgia.
Reverend Roderick Zak (PST ’86) was selected as Outstanding
Alumnus for 2004. He pastors Carter Tabernacle CME Church,
Orlando, Florida. Under Reverend Zak’s leadership, Carter has grown
from a membership of 800 to over 4,000. The church hosts a television
ministry that reaches over two million households in Central Florida.
Reverend Zak has recently authored the book, Winning Is Everything,
which focuses on the church’s calling to win souls for Christ.
David L Wallace Sr. JOHNSON C. SMITH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
Johnson C. Smith Theological Seminary (JCSTS) is a unique
educational experience for men and women who aspire to
preparation for leadership in the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.) and in the world community. The seminary was
founded in 1867 in Charlotte, North Carolina as the School
of Religion at what is now Johnson C. Smith University.
JCSTS moved to Atlanta in 1969 to become a constituent member
of the ITC and grew from six to today’s fifty seminarians. Though
the seminary is predominantly African American, it has an interra¬
cial, intercultural, and international student population. More
important, it is a student body that graduates to serve as leaders of
churches, governing bodies, community agencies, and other reli¬
gious organizations. Students are molded in the tradition of the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) as they learn Presbyterian history
and polity and they experience the distinctiveness of Presbyterian
worship, governing body meetings, conferences, and mission work.
The seminary encourages students to become socially involved and
prepares them to leave JCSTS to become pastors, administrators,
counselors, researchers, teachers, Christian educators, or church
musicians - all with a deeper understanding of themselves, God,
and the world. A good example is the ministry of Don Johnson,
who is enrolled under the care of Foothills Presbytery and serves the
historic Matton Presbyterian Church in Greenville, South
Carolina. Before coming to seminary, Don was assigned to this con¬
gregation as a lay minister. Now, in the Master of Divinity degree
program, he looks forward to sharing what he has learned to help
his church grow spiritually and in numbers. Another is Emilio Jose
Da Silva Talamonte, enrolled under the care of Cherokee
Presbytery, where he is helping organize a new church development
project, the Brazilian Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). Emilio has
identified and recruited five Brazilians for enrollment at JCSTS.
His vision and hope is that once they graduate, they will provide
leadership for the Brazilian Presbyterian community in the Greater
Atlanta area.
The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) has made the commitment
to increase the number of racial ethnic congregations by 20 percent
over the next decade. JCSTS, under the leadership of Dr. David L.
Wallace Sr., the Administrative Dean, will be an institutional
resource to help the church realize its goal by developing leaders who
affirm the sufficiency and sovereignty of God’s grace in their lives.
Dr. Wallace is equipped for the journey with a quiet solemnity
that speaks to abiding strength, rugged determination and spiritual
ALUMN
Rev. H. Brian Henderson (JCS ‘03) serves as pastor at
the Parkway Gardens Presbyterian Church in Memphis,
Tennessee.
Rev. Barbara Smith (JCS ‘02) became Grace Cheptu
in an October 2002 name-changing service and is now com¬
pleting her CPE Residency in clinical chaplaincy at
Preshyterian-Weill Cornell Center in Manhattan, New
York.
fortitude. He received the
Bachelor of Arts degree from
Johnson C. Smith University,
Charlotte, NC; the Master of
Divinity degree from Johnson C.
Smith Theological Seminary/
Interdenominational Theological
Center, Atlanta, GA; While
attending seminary, David
received the Preaching Award and
was selected for membership in
the International Society ofTheta
Phi in consideration of scholar¬
ship and distinction. David earned
the Master of Science degree in
Urban Studies from Georgia State
University, Atlanta, GA; and the Doctor of Ministry degree from
McCormick Theological Seminary, Chicago, IL.
His wide range of career experiences includes serving for
eleven years as pastor of Church of the Master Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.), Atlanta, GA. At the same time, he served as assistant
dean (part-time) with Johnson C. Smith Theological Seminary, for
one year. Prior to his call to Church of the Master, was stated sup¬
ply pastor of Washington Avenue Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.),
Macon, Georgia. Dr. Wallace is a member of the Greater Atlanta
Presbytery where he completed a term as chairperson of the
Presbytery’s Nominating Committee and Council. Currently, he
serves on the Presbytery Capital Funds Campaign Committee and
the General Assembly Committee on Theological Education.
Embracing a commitment to mission and developing leader¬
ship for the church in a global context, David has traveled to
China, Central America, and Africa to witness first hand what the
church is doing. He is a strong advocate of the program at Johnson
C. Smith Theological Seminary to recruit and educate internation¬
al students who will return to their homeland and serve the church.
From Kenya, East Africa, alone the Seminary has graduated over 45
church leaders.
David is married to Iris Neal Wallace. They are parents of two
adult children, Anyeka Bia is a graduate of Spelman College and
David Jr. is a graduate of Embry Riddle Aeronautical University,
Daytona Beach, FL. t
NOTES
Minister Angela Dempsey Williams (JCS ’02) serves
as Youth Minister and Pastor of Christian Education at
Friendship Baptist Church in Atlanta, Georgia.
Rev. Donnie Woods, (JCS ’85) is one of three African-
American Executive Presbyters in the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.) The new role oversees a presbytery of 49 churches




Arthur F. Mosley CHARLES H. MASON THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
Elder Arthur F. Mosley has served as Interim President-Dean of Charles H. Mason Theological Seminary, theChurch of God in Christ (C.O.G.I.C.) denominationalschool at 1TC, sinc January 2002. H succeeds The
Reverend Dr. Oliver J. Haney, Sr. who will officially retire from
academic service to the seminary in June 30, 2004.
Elder Mosley’s preparation for the chief executive officer’s
position at Mason Seminary began even as he graduated from
Abramson High School in New Orleans, Louisiana. His pursuit
of academic excellence earned a Bachelor of Arts degree from
California State University and a Master of Divinity degree from
Charles H. Mason Theological Seminary at ITC in 1990. After
receiving Christ as his Lord and Savior in 1980, Arthur F. Mosley
was called to preach in 1982 and ordained in 1989. Obediently
heeding every word of the Lord, he has since dedicated his life to
serving God and God’s people.
Being a son of the Church of God in Christ, Mosley is very
active in C.O.G.I.C. Ministry, where he is known for his humble
spirit, dynamic teaching, and powerful preaching. As former organ¬
izer and Pastor of Family ofGod Church of God in Christ, he estab¬
lished a record of excellence through his commitment to nurture his
flock spiritually and physically. Prior to this time, his care and vision
for God’s people had already yielded the organization of Restoration/
Trinity Temple Church of God In Christ in Stone Mountain,
Georgia. Currently, Elder Mosley is the pastor of the historic
Cathedral of Faith Church of God in Christ in Atlanta, Georgia.
Dean Mosley has held the positions
of Assistant District Superintendent for
the New Life Fellowship District,
Assistant Sunday School Superintendent
for Central Georgia Jurisdiction and
Instructor at Mason Bible Institute in
Atlanta. Presently, he is the coordinator
for the Central Georgia’s Shut-In and
Prayer Ministry, a Member of the
Planning Board for Central Georgia’s
monthly Jurisdictional Assembly, and
one of the instructors for the C.O.G.I.C.
National Convocation Institute Training Session. Since assuming
leadership for Mason Seminary he has provided assistance, encour¬
agement and guidance to the C.O.G.I.C. student body. Dean
Mosley’s passion for Mason is to develop a strong internship pro¬
gram for his students, hoping this will enhance the placement of
Mason graduates in C.O.G.I.C. ministries.
Pastor Mosley found the love of his life in the former Shelia
Michelle McGuire. Having wed in 1988, their union has been
blessed with two beautiful daughters, Amber and Amanda.
Seeking no praise for himself, Pastor Mosley’s goal is to be a
vessel in the hands of God. The Lord is using this mighty young
man through a dynamic church ministry and seminary leadership.
Simply put, Elder Arthur Mosley is a man who strives to live for
God’s glory. +
Elder Arthur F. Mosley
Frances Bryant-Lowery RICHARDSON ECUMENICAL FELLOWSHIP
Approximately 15 percent of students enrolled at theInterdenominational Theological Center (ITC) arewithout denominational affiliation to any of thenstitution’s six constituent denominati ns. Thes
“at-large” students are known as the Harry V. and Selma T.
Richardson Ecumenical Fellowship, in honor of ITC’s founding
president and his wife, Selma. The Reverend Dr. Frances Bryant-
Lowery provides executive oversight for these students who enjoy
all of the same benefits as students engaged in study through the
six affiliate seminaries i.e. designated administrative leadership,
representation in student government, and being represented and
having access to scholarships and other forms of financial assis¬
tance. Currently, there are fifty-nine students of varying denomi¬
nations in Dr. Bryant-Lowery’s charge, including United Church
of Christ, African Methodist Episcopal Zion, Seventh-Day
Adventist, Christian Church/Disciples of Christ, Reformed
Episcopal Church, Non-denominational, and Muslim.
Along with solid academic credentials and professional experi¬
ence, Dr. Bryant-Lowery brings a vibrant presence to the Richardson
Fellowship and the ITC campus. She is a native Georgian, who was
reared in West Palm Beach, Florida, Asheville, North Carolina and
Vienna, Georgia. She completed her undergraduate degree at Fort
Valley State University in Fort Valley, Georgia. She earned the
Master ofDivinity from ITC and the Doctor ofMinistry degree was con¬
ferred through the ITC and the Atlanta Theological Association.
Dr. Bryant-Lowery’s work experience includes governmental
administration, mental health and parishministry. She is an ordained cler¬
gy person with the United Church of Christ and the American
Baptist Churches, U.S.A. Dr. Bryant-
Lowery served as a Clinical Chaplain for
many years with Grady Hospital, Georgia
Mental Health Institute, the Psychiatric
Institute of Atlanta, and Hardwick State
Prison for Women. Her most life-changing
experience was a mission trip to work with
the women of South Africa before it
became a democracy. She is a State
Certified Mental Health Professional and a
Pastoral Psychotherapist. Dr. Bryant-
Lowery has served in this capacity with the
Georgia Association of Pastoral Counselors
and with the Interdenominational
Theological Center, where she continues to serve as an Adjunct
Professor in Pastoral Care and Counseling. She has served in the adjunct
capacity as a clinical supervisor for students preparing for ministry for
over thirteen years and in 2003 was appointed to the position of
Coordinator for Student and Community Life and Advisor to the
Richardson Ecumenical Fellowship.
Rev. Bryant-Lowery has served as Vice President of the Board
for World Ministries, United Church of Christ (UCC), as well as
a member of the Board of Directors for the Common Global
Ministries Board.
Present, Rev. Bryant-Lowery is a member of Victory UCC,
Stone Mountain, Georgia and serves as an Assisting Minister with
the Friendship Baptist Church in Atlanta, Georgia, t
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W. Arthur Lewis LUTHERAN THEOLOGICAL CENTER IN ATLANTA
The Lutheran Theological Center in Atlanta (LTCA)began as an enrichment program of Trinity LutheranSeminary in Columbus, Ohio, and LutheranTheologic l Southern Seminary in Columbia, South
Carolina, in 1988. As such, it provided an opportunity for students
from both seminaries to come to Atlanta and take courses at the
Atlanta seminaries toward the graduation requirements of Trinity
and Southern. In 1997, LTCA moved to the Interdenominational
Theological Center’s (ITC) campus to strengthen both the
Lutheran Center’s relationship to ITC and the commitment of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) to encourage
African-American leadership development in the ELCA.
Even prior to its move to ITC, the program always had a par¬
ticular emphasis on African Americans and others seeking to serve
the Church in the African-American community. Currently, the
Lutheran Center, through its relationship to ITC, provides oppor¬
tunities for students enrolled at any of the eight ELCA seminaries
to come to Atlanta and pursue course work towards graduation
requirements of their home seminaries in the rich ecumenical con¬
text of six other denominations. At LTCA, students participate in
the life and mission of ITC by engaging in the activities and offer¬
ings of the campus, including chapel, convocations, and lectures
and the various opportunities for student fellowship planned by
ITC’s Office of Student and Community Life.
The Rev. Dr. W. Arthur Lewis, a former pastor of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) is the director
of the Lutheran Theological Center in Atlanta. Rev. Dr. Lewis, a
native ofMontclair, New Jersey, earned the Bachelor of Arts from
Rider College, Lawrenceville, New Jersey. He earned the Master
of Divinity degree from Lutheran Theological Seminary at
Philadelphia and a doctorate from the Lutheran School of
Theology at Chicago. Lewis served as director of church and
community ministries for Lutheran Children and Lamily Services
in Philadelphia, 1986-88; director for community development,
ELCA’s Division for Social Ministry Organization, 1988-90; direc¬
tor of the New Jersey Governor’s Office of African American
Affairs, 1990-94; and executive director, Lutheran Council of
Tidewater, Norfolk, Va., 1995-97.
He was pastor of the Lutheran
Church of the Atonement, Atlanta,
and a consultant for the Economic
Manpower Corporation, the
National Urban Coalition and the
Lilly Foundation. Lewis currently
chairs the steering committee of the
ELCA Commission for Multicultural
Ministries. Lewis and his wife, Rose,
a teacher, have two daughters and
three grandchildren.
The Rev. Dr. W. Arthur Lewis
“TAKE THE PLUNGE”
Every January, the LTCA at
ITC conducts an urban immersion experience for students from
eight Lutheran seminaries. Up to 15 theological students spend
10-14 days in Atlanta for exposure to the realities of the city and
theological reflection on implications for ministry. The students
walk the streets to see the city through the eyes of the homeless,
and they prepare meals at homeless shelters like The Open Door.
They visit Common Ground, an HIV/AIDS Day Center; the
Fulton County Juvenile Court Building; the Atlanta Masjid of Al-
Islam Mosque; The Temple - a Jewish Synagogue; the Martin
Luther King Jr. Center; Atlanta Housing Authority Projects; Dean
Rusk Elementary School; the institutions of higher education in
the Atlanta University Center; and the county healthcare facility,
Grady Hospital and its Neo-Natal Care Unit. The experience is
known as “Urban Plunge” for it is an unbridled leap into a realis¬
tic and practical look at systematic issues affecting the breakdown
of our society. Conversely, students are exposed to successful mod¬
els for intervention that address some of the toughest problems of
the city.
Next year’s program is scheduled for January 9-19. 2005. It is
Rev. Dr. Lewis’s hope that all ITC students will take the
“PLUNGE”. For additional information e-mail LUTCA@aol.com
or call (404) 614-6328 or (404) 614-6331. +
JOURNAL OF THE INTERDENOMINATIONAL THEOLOGICAL CENTER
The theme of this issue ot the
Journal of the Interdenominational
Theological Center (JITC) is “The
21st Century Phenomena: Women
on the Cutting Edge of Ministry”
and features the contributions of
the women of ITC: faculty, stu¬
dents, staff, and alumnae. The provocative articles
emphasize women’s roles in scholarship: publishing,
teaching, papers presented at learned societies, church
involvement on prestigious committees and boards,
both local, national, and worldwide. We know you will
not only enjoy this issue of our Journal, but you will
celebrate women—the 21st century phenomena!
THE JOURNAL OF THE ITC SUBSCRIPTION RATES
□ 1 YEAR: $24.00 □ 2 YEAR: $48.00 □ 3 YEAR: $72.00
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Please mail your request to: The JITC Office




T/u' Lantern Spring 2004
Tribute to Excellence
Charter Day and James H. Costen Awards Dinner
TWO THOUSAND FOUR
The Interdenominational Theological Center
requests your presence at the
Charter Day and James H. Costen Awards Dinner
and Silent Auction
Friday, April 23, 2004
Reception and Silent Auction
Six o'clock in the evening
Dinner seven o'clock in the evening
Atlanta Marriott Marquis
265 Peachtree Center Avenue N.W.
Atlanta, Georgia 30303






Rev. Dr. Cynthia L. Hale
Business
Messrs. E.R. Mitchell, Sr.
& E.R. Mitchell, Jr.
Government
The Honorable Ed Harbison
April 21
Charles B. Copher Lecture Series
A Community Discussion:
“Augustine On Trial”
Convener: Dr. Mark Ellingsen
7:00 pan. • ITC Chapel
Education
Dr. Charles R. Foster
Civic and Community Affairs
Dr. Joseph & Mrs. Evelyn Lowery
April 22
Honors and Awards Day Worship




Mr. Joe L. Cates
April 23
Charter Day/Costen Awards Dinner
6:00 pan. Silent Auction & Reception
7:00 p.m. Awards Dinner
Atlanta Marriott Marquis
The President's Award
Ms. Ingrid Saunders Jones
Mr. Sol Hicks
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Leadership Publications
The African American Pulpit,
“Hampton and Black Ecumenism”
Michael A. Battle
In the same spirit of ecumenism that
founding president, Dr. Harry V. Richardson
dreamed of and brought into being with the
inauguration of the Interdenominational
Theological Center (ITC), ITC’s current
leader, Dr. Michael A. Battle, gave heart and
hub to a conference for pastors and church
musicians at Hampton University, now in its 25th year with over
8500 participants. The story of the Hampton University Ministers’
Conference is found in Dr. Battle’s article, “Hampton and Black
Ecumenism,” which appears in the spring 2002 edition of The
African American Pulpit. In it you will find tremendous historical
significance gleaned from this ongoing annual production of an
intentional amalgamation of African American styles and methods
of preaching and musicianship.
The African-American Church at Work
Edited by Michael A. Battle
The African-American Church at Work,
edited by Dr. Michael A. Battle, is a look at
the community-based ministries of some
of the leading churches in the African-
American community. The book shares
the rich stories of many of the exciting
ministries, programs, and other activities
that go on in churches, toward uplifting
the Kingdom of God and the African-American community. It is a
celebration of the vital work of the church and represents a
national cross section of contributions from African American
churches of varying denominations.
Dr. Michael A. Battle is president of the Interdenominational
Theological Center and may be contacted regarding either of










By Harry V. Richardson
President Emeritus
Richardson writes about his
walk through struggles of con¬
vincing others to accept the pos¬
sibility that different denomina¬
tions might operate under a sin¬
gle umbrella of corporate provi¬




The Story of the Birth and Growth of the
Interdenominational Theological Center
Dr. Harry V. Richardson, Founding President, ITC
When Dr. Harry V. Richardson wrote this book in 1981, he already had a long and distin¬
guished career as a teacher, preacher and leader. However, this book was his maiden
voyage as an author. It is the larger-than-life account of his journey of faith that would
become a landmark educational passage for Christian theologians, preachers, teachers,
lay leaders, and educators. It is the story of how in broadening Richardson’s personal
faith horizons he made a discovery that would not only be life-changing for him, but for
the world. Ecumenicity, the substance of spiritual community that connects sharing the
common foundation of Judeo-Christian belief, and embraces differences of living out
belief in practices and observances, serves to enrich all as a more perfect way to live and
serve the faith community.
Richardson writes about his walk through struggles of convincing others to accept
the possibility that different denominations might operate under a single umbrella of cor¬
porate provision while remaining true to the denominational disciplines that make each
unique. The account of his efforts to garner a supportive financial base and actually make
it a reality, is one of the most phenomenal stories ever told. The story of the birth of the
Interdenominational Theological Center (ITC) is moving, the growth is ongoing as its
future lies in the strength of holding on to the vision of Harry Richardson and those who
were captivated by that same purpose toward a groundbreaking moment in 1958 that
remains fertile with possibility. Ecumenism took on a new dimension in that year. Today
in the hallways, the classrooms, throughout the campus, the mission can be heard, as
though Richardson’s voice repeats those timeless words of encouragement, “Walk
together, children”.
The book is a publication of The ITC Press. Contact ITC Theological Librarian, Dr.
Joseph Troutman at jtroutman@auctr.edu.
*
The Lantern
Thank you for your continuing
support in “educating Christian
leaders for ministry and service in
the Church and global community.”
Would you take your support one step further?
Please personally contact five of your friends who, like you,support the development of strong Christian leaders.Encourage them to join you in writing a check to the ITC
Annual Fund and mailing it today to: ITC Annual Fund, 700
Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, S.W., Atlanta, Georgia 30314- Their
contribution, along with yours, will help us to continue to provide
the best theological education available to persons who will serve








700 Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive, S.W.
Atlanta, Georgia 30314-4143
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